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HOW TO REACH US:

Submit group news, medallions,
event nofices, letters to the Editor
or arficles (before the 10th of the
month prior fo month of issue) by
mail, fax or email. Only signed
submissions with a means of con-
tact will be accepted. For subscrip-
tions call Alexx at 416-487-8110.

The GTAI Operating
Ctte. will be holding a
SPECIAL INFORMATION
MTG. for all AA members on
THURS. JUNE 12/08 at 8PM af
Glebe Road United, 20 Glebe
Rd. E. in the gym.

McQ., met for the first time
and started making some
Big Book presentations in
the Oklahoma area. They
agreed eventually to pres-
ent this program based on
our text book of Alcoholics
Anonymous to AA members
around the country. It began
in Pompano Beach, Fl. The
sessions became so popular
that the two men began driv-
ing long distances to present
the tutorial. Their presenta-
tions were humourous and
thought provoking...so much
so that members were buying

and selling tapes of the Semi-

nar. The following year Joe
& Charlie did 34 Seminars!
Big Book enthusiasts have
long touted these old-timers
as AA members who have
dispelled much misinforma-
tion being innocently passed
around the fellowship and
in the rooms of AA. They

focused on what was said

in the text and redirected
some misguided thinking
about working the Steps and
spiritual principles embodied
in them and also what was
intended when the book was
published in April 1939.

Because of his work
schedule, Joe McQ. became
increasingly unavailable to
continue the demands of
travelling, so a new partner,
oddly enough by the name
of Joe (McC.) from Tulsa,
Oklahoma, began to travel
with Charlie P. and present
the study. Serendipity has

always held a special place in

the hearts of our AA mem-
bers and the itinerant

60 YEARS IN THE SAME LOCATION

On March 13th, the Dan-
forth Group at Holy Name
Catholic Church celebrated
60 years of service to the
fellowship at the same loca-
tion. The date of the 1st
meeting was on Thursday
September 27th, 1947 but
the celebration was delayed
due to external forces. The
meeting was chaired by Bill
R., a 25-year member of the
group. In attendance were
150 friends and members
of the group. The range of
sobriety ran from Joe C. (53
years) to two newcomers
who picked up desire chips.

Group members shared their
experience with the group
starting with the longest
surviving member Dorothy
C. (46 yrs.) and the floor
was opened for friends to
share. Maire O’B. (Leslie
Group), our GTAAI Archi-
vist, gave a talk on the his-
tory of AA in Ontario. The
Archives display was set up
for all to view and Milton B.
(Markham Village Group)
set up the District 18 Grape-
vine display. The meeting
culminated with a sobriety
countdown chaired by Ben

W. (Thorncliffe Pk.)

Book Seminar
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Big Book Study continued
to be called, Joe & Charlie
Big Book Seminar.

Time passes us all,and
Joe McQ. passed in Feb/07.
Due to health concerns a
year and a half ago, Joe
McC. has temporarily
stopped presenting and
Wes B. has filled in for him
with Charlie P.

Wes B. (Longbranch)
and Jim B., (Jamestown,
NY) will continue this time
honoured presentation of
a powerful message to the
many attendees who flock
to it. This year the study
will be on Sat., July 19th,
09AM to 5PM and Sun.
July 20th, 9AM to 4PM
at RyersonUniversity, 350
Victoria St. (at Gould),
Room L1B7, Toronto, ON.
Victoria St. is 1 block east
of Yonge Subway. Park-
ing is available in the area.
The cost is $20.00.
Bernadette M.

King City Group

Lots of food and fellow-
ship followed the meeting.
A souvenir bookmark rib-
bon was handed out to all
attendees.

As coordinator of the
event, I was a little nervous
that the event would not
happen due to those afore-
mentioned outside sources,
but other than a shirt collar
that wanted to remain
turned up and a P.A. sys-
tem in doubtful use, this
was for me a wonderful
and memorable event. I
am grateful we were able
to finally hold it.

In Love and Service
John M. (Danforth Group)



TO THINE OWN SELF BE TRUE....

The other night T went to see a Mirvish production. It
was a Dickens epic - a story of poverty, class struggles, humour,
tragedy and homelessness. I was deeply moved by the end of the
production and being just a few years sober, when I am moved, I

can cry a stream!

Upon leaving the theatre, we passed a number of home-
less people on the street begging for a handout. Having only a
few pennies left as I was too lazy to get to an ATM machine (and
having to borrow loonies and toonies from my Mother which T
paid back that day) I dropped what I could into a street lady's
cup. I looked into my wallet and found among the spare change
my fwo year sobriety coin which read "- fo thy own self be true"”.

Something pushed me fo hand it to the woman and I was
crying telling her that it was my two year sobriety coin and I
wanted her to have it. She answered “oh, dear, don't cry...good

for you and here let me give you a hug.”

Imagine a homeless woman offering comfort to someone
who on the surface appeared middle class and put fogether. I
hugged her. She said "don't worry; I'm not dirty or anything..." I
didn't care about that. I was truly fouched. I passed on what I
had to someone less fortunate. I don't know if I'll ever see this

woman again or if she needs a program.

However, that night my spirit met her spirit. I believe

that was GOD at work. I won't forget that.
Tracey R., Anniversary Group

SCARBOROUGH CELEBRATES 55 YEARS...

The Scarborough Group will be celebrating its 55th anni-
versary on Friday, June 20th. We welcome everyone to join us in this
very auspicious celebration of service. Throughout the years countless
people have walked through the doors of the Scarborough Group to
find sobriety. In the spring of 1953, a small number of alcoholics, hav-
ing seen a need for more meetings in the area, banded together and
on June 17th, the group was born. Back then the meeting place was
held at St. Theresa’s R.C. Church at Midland and Kingston Rd.

The co-founding members of the group were Alan A., Agnes
T, Herb G, Bud B. and John McD. who have left a legacy of love and
service o Alcoholics Anonomous.

| have spoken to many people who recall fondly the church
hall filled with sober AA members, newcomer AA's, laughter, hope and
tobacco smoke. Many of the long-fimers remember when there weren't
a lot of meetings around Toronto and the Scarborough Group proved to
be a welcome haven for those searching for a way out.

Over the years, the Scarborough Group has moved several
times and we now reside at St. Georges Anglican Church on St. Clair
Ave. East, just east of Brimley Rd. Like many groups our membership
has been up and down over the years. Today we are a small group;
however we have a long-standing history and service to AA.

There will be a special guest speaker as well as a number
of long-time members who will participate in our 55 year anniversary
meefing. As per usual, the night would not be complete without food,
a cake, fellowship and fun. We will be looking forward to seeing you
all. Judy B, Scarborough Group

“The World is filled with willing people; some willing to work, the rest willing to let them.”

The World Famous Wanstead Group

The Wanstead group held its 1st meeting on May
17, 1968 at the Wanstead United Church on Danforth at
Leyton Avenue. We had about forty people in attendance.

Although the group started with two founding
members, with the co-operation of their wives it grew
steadily to the point where the membership stood at
twenty-one.

On a sad note, the two founding members fell by
the wayside. However, one of the members who attended
the 1st meeting joined that night and has since received
his twenty year medallion. This member and another
who received his fifteen year medallion struggled to keep
the group open. For a period of almost three years it was
touch and go, but with the support of the other groups the
numbers have increased once again.

After sixteen years, the Church Board informed us
that they needed our meeting room for their own purposes
and we were forced to relocate. Our new premises are at
The Church of St. Bede Anglican Church, 79 Westbourne
Ave., south of St. Clair Ave. East, West of Pharmacy Av-
enue.

Although our membership is small, our enthusiasm
has made up for our numbers and the meetings are well
attended by us and members from other groups. We thank
them for their support and we thank the present members
who have worked so hard to keep the doors open.

This was written by Dorokl of the Wanstead Group
in the spring of 1988 after considerable hounding by a new
member of the group who joined in 1987. The next fiftee-
years of the Wanstead group is pretty much the same as
the 1st twenty years. We went down to two members and
struggled to keep the doors open barely getting enough to
pay the rent.

All of a sudden older members in AA joined the
group. Ken celebrated his thirty years and brought a
breath of fresh air to the group. Bill W. joined (not the Bill
W.) and we celebrated his twenty years in 2007. They got
active immediately making coffee, setting up, and arrang-
ing speakers and chair people from other groups. Karen,
Cynthia, and Laura joined bringing with them the feminine
touch which the group needed. The group members are at
the door shaking hands, giving hugs to all that join us on
Friday nights. The group members all want to get active
and fight for service positions in the group.

The Wanstead Group has also started a service
meeting at True Davidson Acres, a home for the aged,
every second Monday.

As a group we thank each and every one of you
that have joined us for a cup of coffee, something to eat
and fellowship. I can now sit at the back of the room,
keep quiet and watch with amazement a miracle happen.
Matti H.

Wanstead Group
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Archives Alley

AA HISTORY

From time to time, members
ask about my continuing interest
in the history of our fellowship,
particularly the early days.

I was not always as curious.
In the beginning, when I was
struggling with the physical and
mental turmoil of my addiction
I couldn’t have cared less about
what had gone before. In fact, as
the haze cleared, my initial ob-
servations led me to the conclu-
sion that much of what had been
established as a “program of
recovery” was hopelessly out of
date and irrelevant in today’s cul-
ture. I even decided that I would
one day take a shot at rewriting
the first part of the Big Book and
gather some “up-to-date” stories
for the second half.

Fortunately, like most of us,
I have come to appreciate the
wisdom of our literature and
the effectiveness of its simple
message. I recognized that the
‘program’ doesn’t need any “fix-
ing”, just a simple application of
the Steps in my daily life. Once
I realized that the inspired logic
required no further interpreta-
tion, I became fascinated with
the founding and development of
the program. Just who were the
men and women who laboured
so selflessly to get this thing off

the ground?? I knew about Bill W.

and Dr. Bob but it turns out there
were many others. And how did
it ever develop into the current
world wide movement?
Fortunately for us, many of
the answers are housed in local,
regional and national Archives
maintained by AA groups around
the world. Much of the History of
AA in the Greater Toronto Area
has been collected and housed
in our offices on Eglinton Ave.
You may view historical material
there and even buy a book that
covers the First 50 Years of AA in
Ontario.
And for more you can visit

WWW.aa.org
JOHN G., UNIONVILLE GROUP

Have You Heurd? members are encouraged fo

attend. All AA members are welcome.

Recent Medallions:
LzW. 30 Back to Basics Apr.25 TRILLIUM ALANON /ALATEEN

Steve C. 1 Principles Before Personalities Apr.30 CONVENTION with a full AA

CarloF. 1 Westmoreland May?27 Program. Theme: THE FAMILY
Larry 0. 1 Rouge Valley Cent.  May29 GIFT OF RECOVERY.
Michael D. 1 Rouge Valley Cent.  May29 Doubletree International Plaza
Susie L. New Anchor May29 Hotel, 655 Dixon Road, Toronto
Embel. 1 A Place to Share May29 ON. June 27-28-29 2008.
Susan H. 1 A Place to Share May31 ' !
Uncomina Medallions: 50TH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF YOUNG
M E a8 : PEOPLE IN ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
ildred F. 35 Roxglen Trad. Juneb .
MarfinE. 15 Roxalen Trad. Junes (ICYPAA), July 3-6, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.
Norman L. 1 Glenholme June 9 .
Azilda R. 1 A Place to Share June 9 Special Events:
TriciaS. 5 Thornhill June 11
GaryJ. 10 Rouge Valley Cent.  June 12 Dr. Boh's Home Tour, experience
KayH. 55 Thornhill June 18 the birthplace of Alcoholics
Richard E. 5 Aurorg June2? Anonomous! Sept. 26-28th,2008.

Glenda H. 20 A Place to Share June 23 To register or for more info., email
lenD. 20 Rouge Valley Cent.  June 24 akronbound2008@yahoo ((1

John M. 1 Thornhill June 25 -
Juliel. 20 Rouge Valley Cent.  June 26 or call Kim 0. 905 790-7555.
RuthP. 35 Pine Hills July 1

Joe and Charlie Big Book Seminar
Saturday, July 19th 09AM to 5PM and Sunday July
New Meetings: 20th, 09AM to 4PM at Ryerson University, 350 Victo-
C.L.U.E.(Caring, Love, Unity, ria St. at Gould, Room L1B7. Victoria is 1 block east
Empathy)(C) ! ! ! of Dundas (Yonge) Subway. Parking is available in

Closed women's Disc. Mig., Sundays at 12:30 PM the area and the cost of the seminar is $20.00.
Scaddingcourt Comm. Cir., Bathurst & Dundas W,
SE corner.

Greater Toronto Area Intergroup
Monthly Boardroom Bookings For Sub-Committees
*Subcommittees meet at the Infergroup Office (234 Eglinton Ave. E., #202)

Meeting Changes:
Tuesday Night Women's Group

CLOULER LT C CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES: TREATMENT FACILITIES:

from 8PM to 7:30PM. 1st Mon. of the month at 7PM 3rd Thurs. of the month at 7:30PM
SELF SUPPORT: INFORMATION AA DAY:

Upcoming events: 15t Wed. of the month at 7PM Last monday at 7:30PM

THE SCARBOROUGH GROUP will R [Ata Ky {18 PUBLIC INFORMATION:

be celebrating 55 years in Last Friday of the Month at 6:30PM 3rd Monday of the month at 7:30PM

service at 8PM Friday, ARCHIVES: FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE*:

June 20,/08 Come, celebrate! 2nd Friday of the Month at 7PM 2nd last Tues. of the month 4:30PM

Food, fellow-ship and fun! WEBSITE /BETTERTIMES: (*non ctte members by apt. only)

One i)ui|din East ’ 2nd Saturday of the month at 1PM OPERATING COMMITTEE*:

g ast COOPERATION WITH THE 2nd last Tues. of the Month 7:30PM
of SE corner of Brimley & . PROFESSIONAL COMMUNITY(CPC) (*non ctte members by apt. only)
St. Clair,at St. Georges Anglican |5 MY TISNIS ST R THE MONTHLY MTG. OF GTA
Church. ACCESS ABILITY: INTERGROUP is held on the last

3rd Sunday of the month at T1AM Tuesday of the month at 8PM, Glebe
SILVERBIRCH GROUP is PHONE TRAINING: Rd. United Church, 20 Glebe Rd. E., off

celebrating50 years, 3rd Sunday of the month at 1:30PM Yonge St. (near Davisville Subway)
Fri. Jun. 6. A momento
will be handed out and food *(Call 234 to ensure the meeting you want fo attend isn't cancelled during any

served afterward. All previous Ll




CELEBRATING 25
YEARS IN AA....

My friends in AA
know well that I’'m not overly
fond of medallions, or at least,
the blazing hoo-hah that goes
on at so many of them.

As I type this, the sun is rising
over Toronto.

Exactly 25 years ago at this
moment, 25 trips around the
sun, which itself moves around
the galaxy, which itself — well,
anyway, the focus is on a small
part of the entire system, see?
Exactly 25 years ago at this
moment I was rising grog-

gily from an alcohol-induced
sleep, in a rented house on
Robina Avenue, searching for
the bottle that held the last of
yesterday’s Vodka.

I was alone; my second wife
had left me, taking her furni-
ture.

I drank the remaining
vodka and, with no money, no
credit, no hope, began what
was to be my trip to a sober
life, through a phone call,
meeting in Northwestern Gen-
eral Hospital, three AA
guys who chose to stay sober
by driving me to meetings and
returning me to the hospital,

TAKE US TO YOUR
TRUSTED SERVANT!

£RHE ARD 474 meezrne.

Idea submitted by

night after night, and .... well,
the rest, as they say, is his-
story.

I choose to remember
that last day, the day that was
to be the end of my hellish
nightmare, which led me to the
miracle that was to become my
new life.

My suggestion will raise fears

AUSTIN R.

and hackles amongst many in
the AA community, but I’'m
thinking that this day would
be the better celebration, to
carouse with friends, sparing
no expense - perhaps REAL
chocolate on the sundae!

— to remember again to say
goodbye to those awful days
and nights. It seems to me that

THAT is worth whoopee!
You can tell me I'm

wrong; but I know how I feel.

My dry date is tomorrow, but

that will be just another dry

day.

Today I remember, with deep

gratitude, the hell that was.

Chris G.

Bloordale Group

April ‘08 - Intergroup
Report Summary

Opening remarks, Harold Y
(Port Credit) will step down as
Chairperson.

FINANCE: (Gregg W.,

Rox Glen) We are operat-

ing $16,000 ahead of budget.
Computer upgrades are com-
plete and Phone upgrades are
in process. Detailed financial
report has been given to reps
for groups to access.
MOTION was carried to
suspend regular business for
elections.

ELECTIONS facilitated by
Jim A. (Leslie), Alt. DCM for
District 18.

Operating Ctte. Chair:
Brad H.(Bayview) resigned

from O.C. John M (Thornhill)
will now serve as Chair, RegS.
(Melrose) will serve as 1st
Vice Chair.

Juniors moving up to Senior:

Woody K. (Willowdale),
Aaron K. (Yorkville), and Bill
M. (Westmoreland).

Election of 3 new Junior
Op. Ctte. members: John
(Half Century), Rita K. (Royal
York), Rick M. (Six Points).
John M. took over mtg. as
Chair. Subcommittee Re-
ports suspended due to time
constraints.

NEW BUSINESS:

New Motion from Ad Hoc
Committee from Doug R. (St.
Clements) 2nd by Bryan W.
(Rox Glen) Reps to take this

motion back to their groups
for discussion for 3 months. If
there is a majority vote (2/3)
this will go to a 90 day refer-
endum. (4th page of motion is
to be disregarded at this time).
Reps have been asked to
discuss this with their groups
and return in 3 months with
comments, etc. Lynn B. (City
Central) Ad Hoc Committee
will be available for questions/
concerns. The Ad Hoc com-
mittee will eventually make
another document for clarity.
May st is next Ad Hoc Ctte.
Mtg. (all welcome).

OLD BUSINESS:

Bryan W. (Rox Glenn)
mentioned new Executive
Secretary position. He feels

it should be non alcoholic.
Notice of Motion needs to

be made. This Item will be
discussed at future meeting.
Lynn B. (City Central) asked
about Finance and Operating
Ctte.’s promise to have Full
Audit Report at April Mtg.
Gregg W. (Rox Glen) stated it
is still not been given to us and
hopes for it to be available for
May General Mtg.

Meeting closed.

Next Gen. Mtg.: May 27,
8PM at Glebe Rd. United
Church.

NOTE: A full report of
April’s meeting is available
aatoronto.org



