






HistO[Y. of the Winter Season OP-en House (WSOH) 81!! Vear December 2025 

January 20, 1944: AA Central Office opened at 1170 Yonge St. 

December 25, 1944 - December 25, 1959: Open House at 1170 Yonge St. 

January 15, 1960: 1170 closed and 2 Gerrard St. West opened. 

December 25, 1960 - December 25, 1970: Open House at Columbus Hall on Sherbourne St. 

December 25, 1971 - December 25, 1979: Open House at Metropolitan United Church. 

The reason the Open House left the Metropolitan U.C. was "rowdyism and drinking at the Church. The Church would not tolerate what was taking 
place. Intergroup did not feel it was in a position to police the gathering. Various elements in the Fellowship used the Steps and Traditions to prevent 
the necessary controls." 

December 25, 1980-December 25, 1988: Open House at North Toronto Memorial Gardens. 

Intergroup chose this site for the Open House because it wanted to remove it from the downtown problem areas. "At this time, the Xmas Open Houses 
were the responsibility of the elected representatives of the Fellowship in Toronto. An element in the Fellowship did not feel the proper way of treating 
the downtown alcoholics was being followed by moving up to Eglinton West (the area where North Toronto Memorial was located), where the drinking 
drunks would not go. At this point, the minority took it into their own hands, and the result was the start in 1981 of the dinner at St. Bartholomew's, 
which has continued. It has unquestionably been successful, but it was not fulfilling the wishes of the majority. It is a controversial issue. The elements 
who have put it on have shown that it is useful." Accordingly, "a number of members of AA who felt that AA should be helping drunks at Xmas time in 
the downtown area, started a dinner at St. Bartholomew's, Dundas St. East, beginning 

December 25, 1981, and continuing to today and probably into the future. "In 1989, they were requested to consider realigning themselves, but they 
chose not to (do so)." 

December 25, 1989-2014: Open House at Emmanuel Howard Park United Church, 214 Wright Ave. 

A Xmas Open House was started in the West End and handled again by Intergroup. "It was felt by Intergroup that the group involved at St. 
Bartholomew's was in effect dealing with the East end", while Intergroup's Open House took care of the West end ... One other note: a few years ago, 
the assembled representatives at Intergroup decided to change the official name from "Christmas Open House" to "Winter Season Open House" to 
avoid the Christian bias of the traditional name. The assembly acted in response to the challenge that, as a worldwide institution now seeking to help 
alcoholics of all stripes, regardless of religion or irreligion, AA should avoid officially associating itself with any particular form of religion, as declared 
in the "Preamble". 

December 25, 2015 - 2017: Open House at St. James Cathedral's Snell Hall. (Southeast corner of Church St. &amp; Adelaide St. E.) Moved to this 
location because the hall is fully accessible, and it is in a central location. 

December 25, 2018-2019: College Street United Church, 452 College St. (College &amp; Bathurst). 

December 25, 2020-2021: Did not take place because of the COVID pandemic. 

December 25, 2022-2023: Roncesvalles United Church, 240 Roncesvalles Ave. (front entrance) (formerly the Emmanuel Howard Park United Church, 
214 Wright Ave. side entrance) 

December 25, 2024 - present: Timothy Eaton Memorial Church, 230 St. Clair Ave. W. (Dun vegan Rd. entrance). Moved to this location because the hall 
is fully accessible, a central location & TTC accessible. 

The above summary, written in 1991, is based on a memo from Tommy H. Archives Records. 

NOVEMBER MEDALLIONS 

Donna K., Brampton Recovery Group, 1 yr, Nov. 5th

Manohar S., Noon Rap Group, 1 yr, Nov. 11th

Brenda, The Hill, 25 yrs, Nov. 20th 

Bernadetter M., King City Group, 35 yrs, Nov. 24th 

Caroline P., King City Group, 5 yrs, Nov. 24th

-Eddy G., GTA Archivist

�-------------------------<> 
NOVEMBER BIRTHDA VS 

Meg L., Brampton Recovery Group - 3 yrs - Nov. 25th 

Lisa S., Brampton Recovery Group - 9 yrs - Nov. 25th 

Kim M., Brampton Recovery Group - 32 yrs - Nov. 28th 

Tony D., Brampton Recovery Group - 16 yrs - Nov. 30th 
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Winter Season 


Open House 
Thurs. December 25, 2025 10 am to 4 pm   
Timothy Eaton Memorial Church – 230 St Clair Ave West, 


Toronto (Dunvegan Rd. entrance)       fully accessible 


 


 Featuring AA/Alanon Meetings, Fellowship, & 


 Service Opportunities!  
  


  


 Enjoy turkey, ham, stuffing, vegetarian/vegan sides, salads, desserts, 


 coffee, and pop! 


 
 


 Volunteers Needed  


 for Event Set-Up  


 Dec 24 9am-12 noon 
  


 Our committee is  


 looking for donations  


 of turkey, ham & desserts  
  


  


Contributions to WSOH appreciated: contributions@aatoronto.org  
(Please indicate ‘WSOH’) 


 


To volunteer and/or other questions about the event,  


 please contact Zobie G.  
 


wsoh@aatoronto.org 416-709-0178 


FREE 


Event 


WSOH 2025  


AA/Al-Anon Meetings 
DECEMBER 25th SCHEDULE: 


 


 10:30 a.m. AA Closed Meeting 


 11:30 a.m. Al-Anon Open Meeting 


 12:30 p.m. AA Open Meeting 


 1:30 p.m.  Al-Anon Open Meeting 


 2:30 p.m.  AA Closed Meeting 
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